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CITY OF BIG RAPIDS 

PARK AND RECREATION BOARD 

APPROVED MINUTES 

March 8, 2018 

 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Karen Simmon at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Present:  Karen Simmon, Deborah Chipman, Margaret Maynard, Megan Eppley, 

John Sparks 

 

Absent:  Scott Herron, Brandy Hurst, Jason Kostecki, Mark Brejcha  

 

Other:   Heather Bowman, Public Works Director    

 Simone Smith-Politz, Board Secretary  

 

MINUTES:   

Motion by Megan Eppley, seconded by Margaret Maynard, to approve the minutes 

from February 8, 2018 as presented.  Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

None. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS:   

None. 

    

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

 

CIP: 

Heather reported she approached the City Manager after the last Board meeting involving 

discussion about the tennis receiving some funding for repairs.  The decision was made to 

cut the funding for the City Pool in half to allocate some moneys for the tennis courts.  

The pool will now have $25,000 budgeted toward it, $25,000 is budgeted for the tennis 

courts, $11,000 for downtown twinkle lights, and $9,800 for Riverwalk upgrades.  

Heather has applied for a USTA grant for additional funding for the tennis courts. 

 

John inquired about the local pickleball group and any assistance from them.  Heather 

explained their needs are currently being met by FSU Racquet Facility, but she 

anticipates they will do some fundraising towards the tennis courts.  One hurdle is that 

the USTA does not want pickleball court markings on the tennis court so lining the courts 

for pickleball will have to take place separately. 
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Citizen Recognition: 

Heather reviewed the purpose of the recognition and the process in which the Park Board 

goes through.  She offered several ideas and a few other suggestions were offered by the 

Board members.  All members will review the nominations and a vote will take place at 

the April meeting. 

 

 

Clay Cliffs:  

Heather advised there is a sign being made acknowledging contributions from 

organizations, volunteers, and grant dollars towards the park.  The sign is designed by 

Marlies Manning. 

 

Dog Park: 

Mark Brejcha had coordinated a group of middle school volunteers to do a clean-up at the 

park.  This didn’t take place because the school was put on lockdown during the 

scheduled time. 

 

John asked about the progression with the park shelter.  Heather stated Ferris is waiting to 

find out if they have been granted the dollars to purchase the materials to construct the 

structure. 

  

STAFF REPORTS:   

Heather introduced Josh Pyles as the new Recreation Coordinator/DBA 

Director/Farmer’s Market Master.  The Board welcomed Josh and he spoke briefly about 

himself and his background.   

 

Special Events: 

Copies of upcoming events are within the Board packets.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS/BUSINESS:   

None.   

 

UNSCHEDULED BUSINESS:   

Heather gave an update on Mitchell Creek Park.  Steve Jones Construction was awarded 

the bid and the project is set to begin in the spring.  There are a couple of changes to what 

was previously presented to the board, including the parking lot size and lighting.  This 

brought the projected cost under $100,000.   

 

Heather advised she would like to move the granite bench which currently sits near the 

gazebo to Holland Park.  This would keep the bench from getting damaged or destroyed 

during the upcoming construction.  Holland Park also seems like a more appropriate 

location for the bench due to the military aspect of the bench. 

 

Motion by Margaret Maynard, seconded by John Sparks to relocate the granite bench 

from Mitchell Creek Park to Holland Park.  Motion Passed.    

 

The new mural downtown replaced the Honor Roll which was previously on the Fairman 

Building.  The Housing Commission Board would like to purchase a dedication to the 

Honor Roll to be placed at Holland Park.  Megan expressed concern that the park may be 
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running out of space; however, Heather explained she doesn’t believe the size will be an 

issue. 

 

Deborah inquired as to the last set of bricks to go in Holland Park.  Heather reported they 

are in the process of being ordered and will likely be ready to be installed in the fall. 

 

The Muskegon Watershed Assembly would like to plant groundcover and trees along the 

bank of the Muskegon River at Hemlock Park to prevent erosion.  The desired location is 

where Mitchell Creek empties into the Muskegon River.  The concern with this location 

is that the plants will get trampled on due to the amount of foot traffic in that area for 

people accessing the river.  The possibility of putting the plantings near the fishing 

platforms was also brought up.  They also have signs they would like to put up along the 

unpaved trails encouraging people to brush off their gear after a walk to prevent the 

spread of invasive species. 

 

 

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Board will be April 12, 2018 at  

6:30 pm in the City Commission Room.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Simone Smith-Politz 

Board Secretary 


